
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“God’s Love”
1 John 2:15-17

Main Idea: You don’t have God’s love if you love the world more than God.

God’s love is incompatible with love of this world (15).
What does it mean to “not love the world?” Is God talking about the physical world 

around us? Does it mean we shouldn’t love the beauty of sunsets, the relaxing sound of waves 
on the coastlines, or the majesty of the mountains? Obviously, this is not what John is talking 
about in 1 John 2:15. What he is talking about is the system of the world that is “human society 
functioning apart from God.” It’s the world’s system that has been corrupted by sin and that fails 
to recognize and to worship God for who He is. God’s call in not loving the world’s system is 
simply that believers would not find their satisfaction in the things of the world’s system; rather, 
believers would find their satisfaction in the things of God. In fact, it’s impossible to do both. 
Either you will love the world’s way of doing things or you will love God’s way of doing things. 
Ultimately, this powerful verse reminds us that no-one can truly have a saving relationship with 
God while still finding their ultimate satisfaction in the world.
1. Take time in your group to discuss “the world” as clarified as “human society functioning apart 

from God.” Make a list of what this definition includes.
2. What aspects of the world have you struggled in not loving in your life? Why?
3. What do you think about the reality that you can’t have both when it comes to the world’s love 

and the Father’s love? Discuss.
4. Think about people you know who are struggling with loving the world’s system. Take time in 

your group to pray for them.

God’s love is better than the things in the world (16-17a).
John boils down the desire of the world into three simple points, including 

• The desires of the flesh,
• The desires of the eyes, and
• The pride of life.

The desires of the flesh are those general, sinful desires in our bodies. Galatians 
5:19-21 summaries the heart of these desires well, pointing to the breadth and depth of 
sinfulness in the human heart. From the desires of the flesh, John goes on to narrow down the 
list to the desires of the eyes, including things such as covetousness, lust, and envy, as well as 
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to the pride of life, which includes the concept of connecting one’s identity and value in life to 
accomplishments in life such as careers, possessions, accolades, etc.
1. Read Galatians 5:19-21. Are there desires of the flesh that you struggle with in your life? If so, 

confidentially share within your group. What are steps you can take in faith to crucify the 
desires of the flesh?

2. Why are the desires of the eyes so difficult? If you’re willing, take time to allow a couple of 
testimonies about how God has given freedom and victory over a problem of covetousness, 
lust, or envy in your group.

3. Make a list of things that you can identify as the “pride of life” or “pride in possessions.” How 
do you deal with these things that are not from the Father?

4. Pray for protection in your group and for victory in your group and in our faith family over 
these desires that are of the world.

God’s love compels us to abide in Him (17b).
Finally, John contrasted the things of this world with the eternal things of God. The fact 

that the world is passing away is a given. The experience of life is that the things of this world — 
the accomplishment of this life — are temporary. Ultimately, there will be an end to the fallen, 
sinful world as we know it, and this is not just related to the material or physical things of this 
world. The world’s system of doing things apart from God will come to an end. The pursuits of 
this world for the sake of the world’s system will end, and in the end, all that will be left for all of 
eternity is God’s system. In the end, all that will remain is God’s way of doing things. In other 
words, God’s will — His desire and design for the world — will one day be all that remains for all 
of eternity, and God’s eternal desire and design includes you! This world will pass away, but 
humans will go on to exist forever. In God’s love, He made the way through Jesus for people to 
have eternal life with Him. The love of God, ultimately, is what compels us to pursue God and to 
abide in Him now and forever through Jesus.
1. Honestly assess your life. What percentage of your time, thoughts, heart’s desires, etc. are 

committed to the world’s system or to God’s system of doing things? Mentally make a note of 
where you are, and pray for God to move you and keep you at 100% His.

2. What does your obedience and desire for the will of God say about your relationship with 
God? Discuss and encourage one another in the Lord.

3. It’s difficult to move from a focus on the here-and-now to an eternal perspective. What are 
some practical things that you can do to help you grow and maintain a focus on the will of 
God in your life?
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